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Serving in … Living for . . .  Mission 

Our sharing becomes a journey we walk together towards liberation, 
community, and a reaching out together for growth and fulfillment. 

 

~Spirit & Lifestyle 

Go Green! Receive Bridges Via Email! 
In an effort to conserve paper and cut costs of printing, VMM-USA offers the 
option to receive Bridges via email. If you would like this option, please 
email vmm@vmmusa.org or call (414) 423-8660 to let us know. We appreciate 
your help in saving our environment. 

Our Mission 
 

VMM-USA recruits lay Christians in an 
ecumenical spirit to witness to the 

Catholic social justice tradition. VMM-
USA supports their commitment to shar-
ing their lives, resources and skills as 
they collaborate with overseas partners 
to promote equality, empower sustaina-
ble human development, and challenge 

unjust and oppressive social structures. 
VMM-USA is a nonprofit  

501(c)3 charitable corporation registered 
in Illinois.

Volunteer Missionary Movement-USA 
P.O. Box 13732 

Milwaukee, WI 53213-0732 
414-423-8660/414-423-8964 (fax) 

vmm@vmmusa.org 
Www.vmmusa.org 
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New Missioner Orientation 
I have been an admirer of the work and spirit of VMM for a long time. Over the nine years that I have been 
living in Nicaragua I have met many of the missioners and have been impressed by their sincerity, dedication, 
and passion. Last November I was the trip leader for the VMM Delegation to Nicaragua. I met Edwina Gateley 
and several members of the VMM Board and my respect and esteem for VMM only grew. So it was with great 
joy that in July I agreed to be the Central American Mission Coordinator in Nicaragua. I was particularly 
pleased that I would be beginning my journey with VMM alongside our four new missioners: Clare, Natasha, 
Alli, and Kyle. 
From the moment I greeted them and their families at the new missioner orientation, I knew that we had a 
very special community. We spent a week in Pittsburgh getting to know one another, our spiritual journeys, 
and what had led us to Nicaragua and to VMM. While we had many wonderful sessions, it was the down time 
over meals or the late night heart to heart chats that allowed us to become a community and to know that 
we were beginning this two year journey with a spirit of trust and accompaniment.  We were also blessed by 
the presence of Julie Lupien who facilitated several sessions on cultural competency, transition, and self-care. 
On our way to Managua we happened to be on the same plane as the returning Nicaraguan Little League 
Baseball team that had recently won second place in the World Championship in China and the Managua air-
port was filled with a great deal of fanfare and excitement. We were met at the gate by Sarah, Davey, Erika 
and Kelsey, our returning missioners. They did an amazing job of welcoming the four new missioners and 
worked incredibly hard on a month long in-country orientation schedule. The nine of us spent the first week 
learning about Nicaraguan history and culture, and getting accustomed to Managua and the heat. We went 
on a lovely retreat at the majestic Apoyo Volcanic Crater Lake and shortly afterwards our new missioners 
travelled to the mountain city of Matagalpa for intensive language studies and “home stays” with local fami-
lies. Upon completing their courses Natasha and Clare moved into new home stays in Batahola and began to 
learn the ropes at the Cultural Center. I travelled north to San Nicolas with Alli and Kyle, where they would 
begin their integration into the community. 
It has been a joy to accompany these four missioners as they begin this very special time in their lives. I am 
excited to act a resource person to them, to be present to them in their ups and downs, and to celebrate 
their successes. I ask for you continued prayers and support of these wonderful new missioners and the ex-
traordinary communities that they serve. 
Peace and all good, Joe Connelly 



 

 

Dear friends, 
How frequently do we hear at this time of year – Where did the summer go?  I have 
been thinking of the great intentions I had, the people I wanted to connect with, the af-
ternoons I just wanted to sit – but I didn’t.  Yes -  seasons come and go whether we are 
ready or not! In June Vic Doucette notified the board that he was leaving to work with 
JustFaith.  We are grateful for Vic’s leadership and ongoing commitment to faith and jus-
tice. 
As the Board met to discuss our next steps it became apparent that maybe this was an 
opportunity for the VMM board and membership to discern the role of VMM in the future. 
VMM started in the USA in 1981 and a lot of seasons have come and gone and the wider 
Christian community that we were a part of then has changed. At this time 30 people 
have stepped forward to participate in a discernment process and our hope is that dur-
ing the Board meeting scheduled for February 2016 we will rely on the Spirit to guide us 
in our discussions to articulate our future. 
Meanwhile included in this edition are reflections of those in-
volved with preparing and recruiting the new missioners who are 
now working alongside the people in Nicaragua. The seasons in 
Nicaragua are a new beginning for them…please keep them in 
your thoughts and prayers, 
Blessings, Su Hood 
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While Managua is a wonderful and lively city, it is very very hot.  Coming from Chicago, I 
did not realize how hot it truly would be.  So one weekend I headed up to the highlands 
of San Nicolas to visit our co-VMM volunteers Alli and Kyle! Throughout the orientation 
we heard from previous volunteers about life in San Nicolas, so I was eager to see it for 
myself! I love that VMM has provided us with this cross country community.   
Visiting San Nicolas was such a wonderful treat!  The weather was crisp and fall-like. Alli 
& Kyle made lemonade from their lemon tree and ate mangos and passion fruit from 
their garden!  basil in our homemade pizza.  We made pizza dough and sauce from 
scratch and home grown basil. It was such a refreshing experience to be truly living in a 
creative and natural way. We discussed other recipes we could make from their garden 
or from the “venta”  or grocery store which is an hour away by bus.  Living on the cam-
po seems to be very fun and allows for a lot of creativity. 
I am grateful we have this other community to visit and learn 
from during our time in Nicaragua.  It’s an opportunity to take a 
break from city life, and really live the mission of VMM of living 
simply. 
Paz, Natasha Hansen 
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One of Edwina Gateley’s prayers reminds us that we be vulnerable in working for the Kingdom in the mis-
sions.  I was privileged to be with our four new missioners at their orientation as they prepared to leave for 
Nicaragua where they will serve with the people there for two years.  Their character, commitment and cour-
age impressed me.  They came from across the United States: Kyle and Allie came from Indiana, Natasha 
from Illinois and Clare from Washington.  Their youthful enthusiasm was contagious as they participated in 
presentations and discussions to prepare themselves for their coming experiences. 
Vic Doucette and Joe Connelly led the discussions on Catholic social teaching,  peace and justice as well as 
the meaning of discipleship. We were given tools to help us develop the spiritual, emotional, social and men-
tal areas of our lives. The practical aspects of preparation for the experience included safety and cultural sen-
sitivity as well the administrative details of being a VMM missioner. We also had several chances to get to 
know each other including a wonderful sightseeing trip in Pittsburgh and meals at local restaurants.   
After three days together we were joined by missioners from the Mercy Volunteer Corps and Holy Childhood 
Volunteers.  At the commissioning service held on the last evening each missioner received a cross to remind 
them of their discernment and commitment.  I returned to my ministry with renewed purpose and a better 
understanding of what a mission truly is.  
I have little doubt that if the missioners take advantage of all the resources they were given in these seven 
days they will make lasting friends and do much good in Nicaragua and in their future lives.    
By Sr. Susan Kolb, CSA 
Sr. Susan has served on the Mexican border in Arizona for thirty years first as a paralegal and then as an at-
torney. Her congregation Sisters of Saint Agnes has established a social service agency offering wellness ser-
vices, spiritual companioning and immigration services to people on both sides of the border.  

Edwina Gateley has a new book!  
Soul Whispers is a collection of tender deep poems richly filled  
with the heart’s longing for the Holy.  
It’s available at  http://edwinagateley.com/books/  


